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It’s almost impossible to compute how much he gave to Gujarat. But
for all that he donated to the state; it would be no exaggeration to
call Late Shri Dipchandbhai Gardi, a modern-day Daanveer.
Dipchandbhai stubbornly preferred to remain a silent donor throughout
his life even as the crores that he donated have seen a number of
education institutes and hospitals come up and flourish since the
last many decades.
Born in Padadhari village of Rajkot in 1915 in a poor family,
Dipchandbhai donated crores of rupees for education, health and
welfare of poorest of the poor. He started by donating Rs 1,000 every
day and the amount increased progressively. With the motto of ‘Live
and let live’, he ensured good education and healthcare for thousands
in Gujarat.
He was fondly called modern-day Daanveer Bhamasha, a legendary figure
known for his social contribution.

MEMOIRS OF SHRI DIPCHANDBHAI GARDI

TRIBUTE TO SHRI DIPCHANDBHAI GARDI

“Shri Dipchandbhai Gardi was the greatest among the people of his
generation in the way he helped build a large number of careers through his
educational institutions. I hope the trusts, that he founded will continue to
serve the nation and keep his memories alive.”
Dr. A.K. Aggarwal, Vice Chancellor, Gujarat Technological University

“He has anchored so very well our Institution and the Trust: Shri Mahavira Jaina
Vidyalaya Education Foundation that his great name became the synonym to
the Foundation of which we all are part. In his demise, we all will miss his
benign presence which was a source of real inspiration to all of us in all our
endeavours.”
Dr. Satendra Kumar, Prof. & Head, PhD Research Centre, CKSVIM

“His life has been truly inspirational and outstanding and I know that he will
be missed not only by his family and friends but also by the larger circle of
associates and beneficiaries of his many deeds of munificence. Even though I
never had the privilege of meeting him, I consider it my good fortune to have
seen and known of such an extraordinarily noble person.”
Prof. (Dr) Surendra Sundararajan
Professor of Finance, Faculty of Management Studies, M.S.University

A Prathana Sabha was organised at SMJV’s C K Shah Vijapurwala Institute of Management
on 8th January, 2014 from 10.00 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.The prathana Sabha was started with a
prayer devoted to almighty by the students of CKSVIM. Various eminent people shared their
experiences and feelings about the sad demise of Shri Gardi.

“He pioneered in providing financial assistance to needy students for their
education irrespective of their caste, race and religion. He was a strong believer of
imparting education to girls. He unconditionally contributed for the
underprivileged society.”

Shri Bipinbhai R Shah, Hon. Secretary, Local Management Committee
“Shri Gardi always insisted upon free education to girls inspite of some inside
opposition. He was awarded “Gujarat Gaurav Award” by Shri Narendra Modi,
the Honorable Chief Minister of Gujarat. At the age of ninety nine, Shri Gardi
was very active and young at heart.”
Shri Shaileshbhai Shah, Hon. Secretary, Local Management Committee
“Shri Gardi was very humble, sober and ready to help with his doors open all
the time. Hon. Dipchand Sir was so down to earth that he has never taken
appointment to meet him. He has always kept his arm open to welcome the
society in need.”
Shri Pratapbhai Shah, President, SMJV Alumni Federation
“Shri Gardi always believed that the best enjoyment in life is by giving. Hon.
Dipchand Sir never donated for earning name but did the good deeds for the
society and the people.”
Shri Nileshbhai Shah, Member, Local Management Committee

“Shri Gardi was a believer of “Karma” and all the good and bad work done by an
individual is reflected in his own life. Shri Gardi has done a tremendous work as
“Jeevdaya” for the cattle in Saurashtra during the drought. Dr. Khajuria also
mentioned about the humbleness and simplicity of Shri Gardi despite of having a
strong network and recognition among top businessmen, politicians and trusts in
the country. He was a frequent traveller till the age of ninety eight. He has
donated to numerous schools, colleges, NGO’s, hospitals which only the receiver
of the donation is aware. He has donated to more than 2500 schools and 100
colleges in Saurashtra and also across Gujarat.”
Dr Rajesh Khajuria, Director, CKSVIM

Notable persons like Shri Ajitbhai Jain from Manikchand Group, Shri Makati Saheb from
Padra who shared their inner feelings about Hon. Dipchand Sir.
Many Jain notable persons, LMC members, Donors, students, staff and faculty members of
CKSVIM were present to salute the Doyen of Jain Community, Gujarat and India.
The Prathana Sabha was ended with “Shanti Path” narrated by Shri Divyangbhai Shah,
Member, Local Management Committee (LMC), SMJV, Vadodara.
It is indeed a great loss to the nation at large which cannot be easily filled in the coming
years. The nation had lost one of its jewels and he will always be remembered by the
thousands of people who have benefited directly or indirectly by his nobility.

May his Great Soul Rest In Peace...
SMJV’s CKSV Institute of Management, Vadodara – Gujarat – INDIA
Director, Committee Members, Faculty and Staff, and Students
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